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Summary 

In the period of June – September, 12 provisions of in total 400 kg food have been made on a 
site in the periphery of the core population area in Eastern Rhodopes, which is often visited by 
non-territorial Egyptian vultures. The aim was to test the suitability of the site for establishment 
of supplementary feeding station (SFS) in future. In the second half of August the site started to 
be visited by two adult Egyptian vultures, which fed on the site in early September. The site was 
confirmed as appropriate for SFS and recommendations for increasing the efficiency of the 
work were made for the next year. 

 
  



 

 

 

Goal and objectives 

This action aims to provide controlled sources of supplementary food aiming to support non-
territorial Egyptian vultures, which often disperse outside the ‘safe zones’ and thus the 
probability of mortality cases is much higher. Increasing the survival of immature and sub-adult 
floaters will directly contribute towards recruiting future breeding individuals that could 
potentially recolonize abandoned areas. 

The specific objectives are to locate and test an appropriate site for supplementary feeding at 
the periphery of the breeding cluster of the species in Eastern Rhodopes, Bulgaria. 

 

Methods 

Criteria for site selection 

The following critearia were applied to locate the testing site: 

 Former breeding territory; 

 Area still annually visited by birds (based on telemetry data and direct observations); 

 Availability of open landscapes and slopes; 

 Access and road infrasturcture; 

 Availability of roosting sites (e.g. rocks, dead trees, high voltage pylons, etc.); 

 Site which is feasible for fencing (as a next step if the test feedings start to attract non-
breeders and floaters). 

Timing and quantity of feedings 

The feedings at the testing site started in June, after the begining of the breeding season, when 
the floaters usually start to appear at the established, already existing feeding sites along the 
Arda River and the Balkan mountains. Waste from slaughterhouses was used as supplementary 
food and a quantity between 20 and 100 kg was provided once per two weeks (see Tab. 1). 

Table 1. Timing and quantity of supplementary feedings. 

Date Quantity of food (kg) Observer 

11.6.2019 20 Anton Stamenov 

26.6.2019 40 Anton Stamenov 

8.7.2019 40 Anton Stamenov 

31.7.2019 100 Anton Stamenov 

14.8.2019 100 Anton Stamenov 

27.8.2019 100 Anton Stamenov 

 



 

 

 

Monitoring 

The site was observed on the day the supplementary food was delivered and on the next day, 
with timing between 6 a.m. till 4 p.m. All birds of prey and scavengers were recorded. We used 
a spotting scope Leika 50x and 10x50 binocularss to perform the observations. 
 

Communication with local authorities 

The activity and the site for the test feedings were communicated and consulted with the 
Mayor of the village. The location of the test site was away of the settlement to avoid conflicts 
with farmers, livestock breeders and hunters. 
 

Considering the risk of terrestrial carnivores of using the food provided 

We assume that jackals could have visited the pilot feeding site even though none were 
observed during the daily observations. No dogs were observed as well. However the test 
feeding site is located further away of the villages around, where there are no grazing domestic 
animals. Furthermore, the quantity of the food was not much and distributed over a long 
period of time and six feeings in total to decrease the risk of attracting predators. The only 
effective measure against predators is fencing the site which is forseen as a second step, once 
the site starts to be attractive to birds. 

 

Results 

Site location 

Based on defined criteria, a site in the vicinity of the village of Elena, Haskovo was selected 
(Map). This is a former breeding territory of a pair and numerous times floaters were observed 
there. There is also a telemetry data that confirms the place has been visited by different 
tagged individuals over the last 7 years. The test feeding site was set on an open slope with 
appropriate sites for perching and roosting (dead trees, high voltage pylons). There is a good 
infrastructure that allows the access to the pilot feeding site easily (Pic. 1). 

Food provision 

Six provisions with a total of 400 kg supplementary food for vultures were made between 
11.06.2019 and 27.08.2019 (Tab. 1; Pic. 2). 



 

 

 

 

 

Map. Supplementary feeding stations in the Eastern Rhodopes. 

Observations of Egyptian vultures 

The site was monitored for 12 days. Two adult Egyptian vultures were observed on 14.8.2019 
and 27.8.2019 pearching on high voltage electric pylon close to the feeding site (Pic. 3). On 
4.9.2019 both birds were observed feeding on the food provided (Pic. 4). 

Observations of other species 

Ravens were observed around the test feeding site but in any of the cases when the Egyptian 
vultures were present they didn‘t approach the food. Other birds of prey were recorded in the 
area too, as follows: Lesser Spotted, Short-toed and Booted Eagles; Common, Long-legged and 
Honey Buzzards; Common Kestrel; Hobby; Sparrow Hawk; Black Kite and Western Marsh 
Harrier. 

 



 

 

 

 
Picture 1. View of the test feeding site. 
 

 
Picture 2. Provision of food at the test feeding site.  



 

 

 

 
Picture 3. Two Egyptian vultures pearching in the vicinity of the test feeding site. 
 

 
Picture 4. Two Egyptian vultures feeding at the test feeding site.  



 

 

 

 

Conclusions and recommendations for the next season (2020) 

The selected site has been evidenced as appropriate for establishment of a supplementary 
feeding station. 

However, the following recommendations are addressed for the field work in the next year: 

 Earlier start of the feedings (since April); 

 Provision of food at more places in the area simultaneously; 

 Installation of phototraps to ensure continuous monitoring on all the sides. 


